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Surf Ballroom & Museum Prepares for 2018
Winter Dance Party
The Surf Ballroom & Museum is pleased to announce the artists who are scheduled to appear
at the “2018 Winter Dance Party” event, scheduled for Wednesday, January 31st, through Saturday,
February 3rd.
“The 2018 lineup promises energetic performances, moments of remembrance, and a continued
celebration of the rock ‘n roll history that our annual Winter Dance Party event has become synonymous
with,” stated Surf Ballroom & Museum President, Jeff Nicholas. “We are honored to have so many artists
on the schedule who truly want to play at the Surf to carry on the many traditions and pay homage to the legendary performers that
changed rock ‘n roll forever.”
Thing start rockin’ on Wednesday, January 31st with the Winter Dance Party Family Sock Hop featuring Johnny Rogers’ “History
of Rock ‘N’ Roll Show.” Rogers’ show includes portrayals of Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley and Buddy Holly. Single-night tickets are
available for $10 in advance, $13 at the door.
Thursday night’s lineup features Freddy “Boom Boom” Cannon, Jay Siegel’s Tokens, Austin Allsup, son of Surf Ballroom legend
Tommy Allsup, and Rosie & The Rivets. “We are so pleased to have Austin (Allsup) return to the Surf. It is our hope that he can be a
Winter Dance Party regular, much as his father was. His exceptional performance last year represented a continuation of the legacy of
Tommy Allsup’s music, and was delivered with amazing energy and authenticity,” stated Event Producer, Shane Cooney.
Friday’s program features The Holly Rocka Rollaz, Bobby Cochran, Vito Picone’s The Elegants and The Tailfins. Saturday’s grand
finale will feature two of the more dynamic performers in rock ‘n’ roll history, Brenda Lee and Bobby Rydell, along with Winter Dance
Party favorite Albert Lee & Friends; Linda Gail Lewis, sister of legendary rocker Jerry Lee Lewis; and Danny B. Harvey & Annie Marie
Lewis.
For complete weeklong series of events and the most current information about the event, please visit www.surfballroom.com or
contact the Surf’s office at (641) 357-6151.

Keep Your Home Safe While You’re Away
Did you know that you can request a vacation house check from the Clear Lake Police Department? If you will be out of town for a period of time,
you can contact the police department at 641-357-2186 and ask that your home be put on our vacation watch list. You can also download a security
check request form on the city’s website at www.cityofclearlake.com. Navigate to the police department’s page to view the information.
While on the subject of vacation houses, below are some crime prevention tips taken from various sources including criminaljusticephd.org you
can “help your home become a less desirable target for burglary.”
• Check out your home – (i.e. “case the joint”). Look around the exterior for ways a person could gain entry
into your home, sliding glass doors, window air conditioners that could be removed, etc.
• Lock your doors and your windows!
• Don’t hide a key – instead try giving a key to a trusted neighbor or family member.
• Leave lights or the radio on when you are gone to give the illusion that someone is there.
• Don’t label your keys or mailboxes in case you lose them.
• Lock your vehicles if parked outside, especially if you have a garage door opener inside your
car or truck.
• Try and keep valuables out of sight. Throw away boxes from electronic purchases directly. Secure 			
jewelry, cash, and other valuables in a safe or safe deposit box.
• Take photos of your furniture, valuables, and the rooms of your house. Also take pictures of
the serial and model numbers of high dollar electronics. This can help identify items in the event of a theft or damage.
• Don’t advertise that you are gone. Stop the mail and newspapers. Have someone clear snow from your sidewalks
and driveway.
• Get to know your neighbors.
If you have further questions, please contact the police department.

As I stroll down Main Street (actually “Avenue” in Clear Lake) and see the Christmas lights and garland adorning our
decorative street lights and brick paver sidewalks, I can’t help but smile with pride about this marvelous community
we are all fortunate enough to make our home.
Despite the cold and snow, I do cherish this time of year; in particular, the “reason for the season”: helping others
who may be less fortunate and being thankful for the abundant blessings we enjoy. I hope every Clear Laker had a
pleasant and safe Thanksgiving. As I write this article, the commotion of the holiday season is in full swing and 2017
is winding down.
As 2017 comes to a close, I would be remiss not to take this opportunity to give a public shout-out and thanks to the
City employees for their hard work and dedication. Our City employees perform their day-to-day tasks in an unheralded way very often without any public recognition – unless there is a problem. Yet, I can proclaim with a great deal
Mayor Nelson Crabb of pride that we are very blessed to have such a City staff. Thank you City staff for your service to our City!
Also, at the close of 2017, our newly-elected Council members (and I) will be sworn in to office for our new four-year
terms. Last month’s newsletter went out before the election, but you probably know by now that Clear Lake has two new Council members,
Dana Brant (at-large) returns for a second non-consecutive term on the Council and Bennett Smith will make his debut as 2nd Ward Councilman; I was also re-elected for another term and I sincerely appreciate that support. Congratulations to those who were elected and thank you
to those who chose to throw their hats in the ring.
On December 18th, following the regular City Council meeting, we held a reception for our outgoing Council Members Tony Nelson and
Gary Hugi. I’d like to thank each of them for their devoted service over the past 8 years and 4 years, respectively. It was a distinct honor and
my privilege to have served with them both.
			

~ Have a safe and happy holiday season and best wishes for the New Year!

A message from At Large
City Council member,
Mike Callanan

Tales from the Vault
by Jennifer Larsen, City Clerk

One of my responsibilities as City Clerk is to record and
preserve the official minutes from the meetings of the
Clear Lake City Council. Here are some excerpts from
the minutes of a Clear Lake City Council meeting from
the “old days” which you may find interesting.

As I reflect on my now decade of service on
the Clear Lake City Council, the achievement
that overshadows all others is the upgrades
made to our City’s infrastructure. These
improvements many times are very visible, but
other times are not; like a new hot water heater in your home. Most of
them are very critical to the safety, well-being, and convenience of our
citizens.
The most visible include a new fire & ambulance station; a remodeled
city hall and police station, two new one-million gallon water towers; expanded downtown parking; and miles of resurfaced streets and sidewalk
improvements. The less visible include: the lake dredging investment
and multiple stormwater filter boxes for street drainage to the lake. Many
upgrades have happened to our water treatment plant and outdoor recreation facilities. Finally, miles of new and re-lined sanitary sewer mains
and water mains have been replaced throughout the City.
Although this is by no means an all-inclusive list, it highlights some
important changes which will serve the citizens of Clear Lake for decades.
As a contemporary society we many times lose sight of our posterity and
the concept of leaving things better than you found them. Your City
Council has made a conscious effort to do that. I have been very fortunate to serve with other civic-minded council members. Mayor Nelson
Crabb and City Administrator Scott Flory have constantly worked to
improve many aspects of our city. They have been capably supported by
city hall staff, public works, public safety, library, and parks & recreation
staff which helped to implement many of these improvements.
Our citizens are very supportive and provide helpful input on many
of our projects. Our strong local tax base and strategic partnering with
private and other government agencies has allowed us to maximize project completion. Much of this has been accomplished with a “pay-as-yougo” approach, which has limited borrowing and city debt.

“The City Council met in special session at 5:00 P.M. on
February 12, 1936, with the following members present:
Mayor Phillips and councilmen Bruce, DeBruyn, Scherf, Wright
& Andersen. Due to the number of frozen water services, the
council met for the purpose of discussing the advisability of
purchasing equipment for the thawing of these services. It was
decided by the council to have the PG & E make an electrical
thawing device for this purpose, and when in use, to furnish
men for the electrical work.”

North Shore Drive Sidewalk Project Completed
In September, 2017, following bid letting and hearing,
the City Council awarded the construction bid for the Project
to Larson Contracting of Lake Mills, Iowa, in the amount of
$123,128.25. The Project was a high priority project identified
in the City’s Strategic Sidewalk Master Plan. It entailed
construction of a 4’ wide segment of sidewalk for 2,100 lineal feet
along the lakeside of N. Shore Drive, between the Harbourage
Bridge and Fairway Drive. The work was completed and the
Project accepted by the City in November, 2017, at a final
construction cost of $119,108.77.
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Draining the Marsh for Clean Water
by Jim Sholly – CLEAR Project
During the first week of December, Iowa DNR started up the
pumps near the outlet of Ventura Marsh. The goal is to lower the
water level in the marsh to the point where it will freeze solid to the
ground this winter. This follows a management plan of removing
unwanted fish from the marsh that are negatively impacting the
vegetation and subsequent water quality. A renovation like this has
not happened since the final fish barrier upgrades were made to
the outlet structure several years ago. In the deepest portion of the
marsh near the pump, a fish toxicant will be pumped in under the
ice. This will ensure a complete and controlled fish kill this winter.
The advantage of managing the fish this time of year is that most of
the dead fish will be gone before the ice goes out in the spring. This
will limit the smell and cleanup efforts needed after ice out. As water
levels return in the spring, so to will a greater diversity of vegetation.
The rejuvenation of the marsh will help it to serve its function of
removing pollution headed towards Clear Lake and ensuring it will
continue to protect the lake. If you have any questions about his
project please visit www.clearproject.net for more information or to
contact the CLEAR Project.

Public Works Facility Expansion Project
In October, 2017, the City awarded a construction contract,
following bid letting and hearing, to King Construction, of Clear Lake,
for the Project. A total of 7 bids were received for the Project. King
Construction submitted the lowest responsive, responsible, bid in the
amount of $506,000.
The Project involves the construction of a 10,000 sq. ft. addition
onto the Public Works building’s east side. The City’s Parks & Recreation
staff and Watershed Coordinator will be relocated to this new building
addition. Also, the City’s existing corrugated metal shed on S. 15th
Street will have any necessary equipment and materials stored inside
relocated from that facility into the new addition space. As a result, the
City’s existing Parks & Recreation office facility (“house”) will be sold
and the metal shed on S. 15th Street demolished and the lots sold for
in-fill prospective residential development opportunities.

Attention Pet Owners!
Dog licenses for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2018
through December 31, 2018 are now due. The City Ordinance
requires all dogs over six months of age to be licensed with the City
of Clear Lake.
Licenses may be
purchased at City
Hall, 15 North
6th Street. For
licenses purchased
before the March
31st deadline, the
fee is $3.00. On
and after April
1, 2018, a $1.00
penalty charge per
month is added
for each license.
Proof of current
rabies vaccination
must be presented at time of licensing. Dogs kept in State or Federally
licensed kennels, which are kept or raised solely for the bonafide
purpose of sale and which are kept under constant restraint, do not
need to be licensed. Please call 357-5267 with questions.
The Clear View Newsletter is printed on recyled paper
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Fire Prevention and Furnace
Safety Tips
Heating systems are one of the leading causes of home fires
in the winter season, we at the CLFD decided to bring you a few
furnace safety tips to help you protect your family over these
next few winter months.
• The first key to preventing furnace-caused problems like
home fires is to regularly maintain your heater. Cracks and leaks
within your furnace can cause gas to escape into your home,
creating a fire hazard. Annual tune-ups include the inspection
of your burner assembly and heat exchanger as well as other
critical parts.
• Your furnace can become quite hot. You should keep
the three-foot area directly around your furnace free of any
combustible materials. Placing things too close to a heat source
is the leading cause of fatal home fires, according to the NFPA.
• If your furnace does need to be repaired, let professionals
do the work. If you attempt to fix your own furnace and you
don’t know what you are doing, you can create much bigger problems for your family, including high levels of carbon monoxide, fire
hazards, future repairs and high energy bills.
• Dangerous fumes, such as carbon monoxide, are vented out of your home through a flue, likely in your roof. Keeping this vent clear
makes certain that those gasses do not back up into your home and become a health hazard for your family.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR SHOVELING YOUR SIDEWALK
Keeping our sidewalks free of ice and snow is the neighborly thing to do, and it’s the law. For
your own benefit and the help your neighbors, people pushing strollers, or using wheelchairs, and
the many people in Clear Lake who walk, please do your part.
What is the City’s current shoveling policy? Property owners must shovel their
sidewalk within 24 hours of a snowfall. After that time, if the City receives a viable complaint that
the sidewalk has not been shoveled, the property owner will be served with a notice and given a
limited time to comply. After that time, the City will arrange for the sidewalk to be shoveled, so
that it is safe and accessible for everyone, including children who may be walking to school.
What happens if I don’t shovel my sidewalk and the City does it for me? You
will be charged not less than $50.00 for the removal of snow, an inspection fee of $25.00, and a
$25.00 administration fee with an invoice mailed to the property owner. These costs will only be
billed if the sidewalk is shoveled by crews as assigned by the city.
What constitutes a snowfall? Any snowfall more than a trace amount or ice on the
sidewalk.
What is the acceptable amount of shoveling? Sidewalks must be shoveled the full width
of the sidewalk. Please refrain from shoveling snow onto a neighbor’s yard, driveway, or sidewalk,
or into the street. Use salt and/or sand to remove ice.
If I am a landlord, am I still responsible? Yes, you are ultimately responsible for all the
properties you own, even if you have made a prior shoveling agreement with your tenant.
What if I am not able to shovel regularly? You may call a snow removal contractor, hire a
neighbor, or ask a friend.
Please feel free to contact the City of Clear Lake Public Works Office at 357-6135 if you have any
questions regarding the shoveling policy.
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The Clear Lake Police
Department and the
Public Works Department
would like to remind everyone
that the Snow Removal
Ordinance is in effect through
April 1, 2018.

Mid-Winter Fun You Don’t Want to Miss
Each year, Clear Lake hosts an event that is totally unique to our community and you won’t want to miss it. On Saturday, February 17,
2018, the skies over the frozen Lake will be filled with the brilliant colors of kites of all shapes and sizes. While other communities have
tried to replicate the event, Color the Wind is still the largest winter
kite festival in the Midwest, featuring serious kite flyers from all over
the Midwest.
Not only will there be large kites, like Larry Day’s 60-foot blue
whale, but also even larger ones of all descriptions from kitty cats
to octopi. There will be “one of a kind” kites designed and built by
premier kite makers from all over the Midwest and colorful banners
adding to the festive air.
The stunt kite teams of Fire and Ice and 180 GO will be making
their two and four line kites dance in routines choreographed to
music throughout the day. You will marvel at how they can do this
without getting their kite lines all tangled up.
The Lakeview Room will be open for warming up, as well as
to purchase home baked goodies, or your own kite. There will be
people on hand to answer your questions about the kites.
New this year for kids, NIACC and the Clear Lake Arts Center
are combining resources for a kite making workshop. Up to 100 kids will be able to make and decorate a simple, but flyable, kite the
morning of the festival, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, at the Clear Lake Arts Center free of charge.
Dress warmly, grab your own kite and join in the fun out on the icy flying field. We promise you won’t be disappointed. For more
information visit www.http://colorthewind.org or call Kay Day at 355-3735.

Adult Programs offered at the Library

New Youth
Services Librarian

“Women and the Land”

Brianna Sholly was selected as
the new Youth Services Librarian
at the Clear Lake Public Library
and began her duties on October
9, 2017. Brianna holds a Master
of Science degree from South
Dakota State University and has
worked various natural resource
jobs since moving to Iowa in
2014. In early 2016, she and
her husband Jim moved to Ventura and have since immersed
themselves in the local community. They play active roles in
both the Ventura Fire Department and the Clear Lake Jaycees.
Brianna most recently worked at Lime Creek Nature Center
where she served as a Conservation Education Intern, teaching
all ages the importance of the natural resources found right
here in our county. She has enjoyed continuing her work with
children through the library’s after school program and hopes
to incorporate more STE(A)M activities into the many exciting
children’s programs happening at the library.

On Saturday, January 6th, from 1:00 to 3:30
p.m., the library will be hosting five amazing
women who are a part of the recently
published “Women and the Land”. The book
features more than twenty five women who
are impacting farmland in Iowa in their own
unique, feminine way. Author Barbara Hall
and photographer Kathryn Gamble will be
at the library to discuss their creation of the book. Wendy Johnson, Jan
Libbey, and Sarah Willis, three women who are featured in “Women and
the Land”, will share personal stories of their work with the land and
what that means to them. The CLEAR Project is providing locally grown
appetizers from The Fieldhouse and the Clear Lake Local Food Committee
is donating local popcorn with honey butter and carrots with dip. The
program is free and open to the public. Please register at the library or by
calling 357-6133.

Underground Railroad in Iowa
At 11:00 a.m., on February 20th, Krystal Gladden, the
Museum Education for the African American Museum
of Iowa, will present on the Underground Railroad in
Iowa. Gladden will share her knowledge about the
individual who provided shelter, transportation &
material support for the travelers who escaped on the
journey to freedom. After the presentation, join the
library’s “Book Chat” discussion of Colson Whitehead’s
The Underground Railroad from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
These programs are free and open to the public.

Please note that City offices will be closed on
the following days:
New Year’s Holiday, Monday, January 1st
President’s Day, Monday, February 19th
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City of Clear Lake Directory

CITY DIRECTORY

EMERGENCY...............911

Non-Emergency Police................357-2186
Building Inspection......................357-6135
Cemetery.....................................357-6135
City Administrator........................357-5267
City Attorney................................357-2139
City Clerk.....................................357-5267
City Hall.......................................357-5267
Fire Department...........................357-2613
Absolute Waste Removal............357-4517
Mayor...........................................357-5267
Parks & Recreation......................357-7010
Planning & Zoning.......................357-6135
Public Library...............................357-6133
Public Works................................357-6135
Landfill of North Iowa...................357-5452
Clear Lake Sanitary District.........357-2019
Water Department.......................357-3911
City Council Meeting agendas are posted online and
at City Hall. Rebroadcasts of City Council Meetings
are available anytime online on the City’s website
and on CLVision Community Channel 1 on the 1st
and 3rd weeks of the month as follows: Tuesday - 7
p.m.; Wednesday - 6 p.m.; and Saturday - 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

Clear Lake City Council

Mayor
Nelson P. Crabb
357-3839

At-Large
Dana Brant
641-420-1180

At-Large
Mike Callanan
357-5911

First Ward
Mark Ebeling
641-201-0430

Library Board

(Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month)
Tom Arndorfer
Jana Severtson
Scott Johnson
Bennett Smith
Diane Glynn
Pat Weigel
Tamara Schwichtenberg

Parks & Recreation Board

(Meets 4th Wednesday of each month)
Tim Raber
Linda Hopper

Second Ward
Bennett Smith
651-271-5267

Third Ward
Jim Boehnke
357-7144

City Administrator City Clerk/Editor
Jennifer Larsen
Scott Flory
357-5267
357-5267

City Council meetings
are the first and third Mondays
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Additional meetings are scheduled as necessary.
Meetings, except for the Parks & Recreation Board and Library
Board, are normally held at City Hall, 15 North 6th Street, Council
Chamber. For an agenda or to verify exact date and time, please call
City Clerk’s office at (641) 357-5267.

Laurie Calgaard
Amy Hogg

Planning & Zoning Commission
(Meets last Tuesday of each month)
Lori Broghammer
Julie Angle
Al Penfold
Arnold Prohaska
Chyrl Bergvig
Al Duea
Davin McLeod

Board of Adjustment
(Meets as needed)

Gail Robinson
Fred Muth
David Klang

Kirby Schmidt
Bob Swanson

Visit The City Of Clear Lake Website at www.cityofclearlake.com.
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The City of Clear Lake, Iowa publishes The Clear View 6 times a
year. Copyrights are not exercised and there are no restrictions on
the use or reprinting of any material appearing in this newsletter. The
newsletter is produced on behalf of the City of Clear Lake by the
City Administrator and City Clerk, printed by the Clear Lake Mirror
Reporter, and provided to citizens of the City without cost. The
newsletter’s purpose is to disseminate information about the activities
of your City government. No ads or commercial announcements
will be published. The newsletter is printed in the months of
January, March, May, July, September, and November each year.
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