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City receives 2nd award for North
Shore Drive Project
The City’s North Shore Drive Street Reconstruction Project has
been named “Project of the Year” for projects under $3 million in
construction cost by the Iowa chapter of the American Public Works
Association.
Total Project cost was just over $2.5 million. The City received
the award at the Association’s Annual meeting in Dubuque on October 5th.
“The city certainly appreciates the recognition. This is the
second State-wide recognition we have received for the project, so I
think that demonstrates the City is able to put together projects that
are well designed and constructed and use resources appropriately.
Once again, the cooperation of the adjacent property owners and their patience in dealing with the construction was vital to the project’s success”, said City Administrator Scott Flory

Dumpster Etiquette
What’s wrong with this picture?  As you know, we have a set
of recycling dumpsters at the 4th Avenue S. entrance to the Public
Works Yard Waste Facility. These drop boxes are funded by the
City of Clear Lake to play a key role in its recycling program and
this recycling drop site supplements our curbside recycling program.
However, like all recycling programs, there are rules attached
to the successful operation of such an important environmental
effort.  The City does the best it can to coordinate the pick-up date
of these containers, but it is critical not to just leave your recycling
outside of the boxes. Generally, there are three (3) large roll-off
containers for cardboard and one (1) for all other materials, but
they can fill up rather quickly, especially during the busy summer
months. It is prudent to check and see if the dumpsters appear to
be full before coming to the drop-off site with a load of recyclables.
You may want to also try to stop by during the middle of the
week, before the weekend rush swamps the dumpsters. Use common sense when placing refuse into the smaller dumpsters, which
are intended to take cardboard boxes and other corrugated materials. Break down every cardboard container so that it lies
flat in the dumpster; failing to do this fills up the dumpsters
quickly and we are left with a scene like you see in the photo
above. Please do not leave any refuse or recyclable material in
the parking lot or leaning up against the dumpsters if the dumpsters are filled.  Take that material home and return when there is
space in the dumpsters if they are at capacity; better yet, check for
room before you come to the recycling center.

Does the Constitution guarantee
U.S. citizens the right to vote?
I recently had the fortune (or misfortune, depending on perspective) of being part of a panel tasked with determining whether
or not someone should be allowed to be a candidate on the ballot in
Clear Lake’s November 7th City election. A challenge was made by
one candidate to the other candidate’s use of a name on the ballot other than his legal name. The names, while not exactly the same,
are significantly similar. Iowa law requires, in such matters, that
a 3-person panel, comprised of the Mayor, City Clerk, and a City
Council member chosen by ballot of the Council, to conduct a hearMayor Nelson Crabb, center, with City Clerk Jennifer Larsen and
ing and consider whether or not to uphold the challenge or allow
Councilman Mark Ebeling
the person’s candidacy to continue on to the election.
I know that I and the other members of the panel took this responsibility seriously and sought input from the Secretary of State’s office
and other sources. To disqualify someone from seeking political office is to effectively disenfranchise them and their supporters from one of
the most fundamental privileges we enjoy in a democratic society. That, the panel concluded, required a high bar and a heavy burden. We
cannot simply disqualify someone from seeking office because another candidate’s voters may be confused by the similarities of their names,
regardless of who filed their nomination papers first.
What was contributed from the Secretary of State’s office was essentially that “there is nothing in the law that requires a candidate to use
their legal name on the ballot” and further “that there is an item on the Affidavit of Candidacy that indicates ‘how do you want your name
to appear on the ballot’ implies that there is discretion as to what name is used”. This input essentially made the decision of the panel a fait
accompli; although testimony at the hearing was also critical.
As I began to anticipate what I might say following the hearing, I considered my remarks in the context of what some consider to be a
right “granted” by the US Constitution: the right to vote. However, is voting actually a right “granted” by the Constitution? We know that the
Constitution has been amended several times in regards to voting. These amendments have expanded the voting right franchise. The 15th
Amendment (race), 19th Amendment (sex), and 26th Amendment (age) all expanded voting privileges.
In our society, we should embrace full participation in elections.
Absent a full Constitutional “right”, that many of us assume is in the
Constitution; we should do all we can to ensure a robust political system that supports our democratic principles.
by Jennifer Larsen, City Clerk
As always, it is my great pleasure to serve as your Mayor of this
wonderful
community.
One of my responsibilities as City Clerk is to record and

Tales from the Vault

preserve the official minutes from the meetings of the
Clear Lake City Council. Here are some excerpts from
the minutes of a Clear Lake City Council meeting from
the “old days” which you may find interesting.

“The City Council met in special session at 7:00 o’clock P.M.
on November 13, 1959, with the following members present:
Mayor Secory and Councilmen Nesbit, Jorgenrud, Anderson,
Eddy and Johnson. Absent: None. Don Huey, Fire Chief,
Pat Stork and Joe Jensen, Asst. Chiefs, and John Anderson, a
member of the Clear Lake Volunteer Fire Dept., were present
and discussed the specifications of a tanker truck to be purchased
by the city in order that provisions of the Rural Fire Contract,
dated October 1, 1959, can be fulfilled. The City Clerk was
instructed to ask for sealed bids from Rozen Chevrolet and
Curly’s Ford for the furnishing of a 1960 model truck cab and
chassis for the above equipment. Bids to be opened November
20, 1959, at 7:30 o’clock P.M. The City Clerk was also directed
to contact the four township trustees previously specified by the
township trustees to sit in with the council at the time when the
rural fire equipment would be purchased.”

				

Until next time,

New police officer joins
the force
Officer Jeremy Bossard started with the Clear
Lake Police Department on Monday, August 21,
2017. Officer Bossard is an ILEA certified police
officer and brings over 12 years of experience
in law enforcement to his new position in Clear
Lake. Jeremy began his career at the Iowa City
Police Department (ICPD) in 2005. He held
several positions within the ICPD, such as patrol,
investigations, and crime scene technician. Since
August 21st, he has been in field training with two
Clear Lake officers, working on different shifts.
“We are excited to have Officer Bossard join our staff. He brings a lot of
experience with him and has been a great fit in the department”, stated Chief
Pete Roth.
Jeremy is looking forward to getting out on his own on patrol. In his off
time, Jeremy enjoys the outdoors and is excited to hunt and fish this winter.
Jeremy and his wife, Elaine, who is a professor at Waldorf University, have a
two-year old son.
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Smoke and Tobacco-free Parks and Recreation Areas
The City Council recently, upon the recommendation of the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission,
approved an Ordinance to prohibit smoking and the use of tobacco and nicotine products and vaporizers in
publicly-owned parks and recreation areas, including: City Park, City Beach, Three Stars Plaza, Lakeview Drive
Promenade, Dog Park, Armour Pugh Park, Clear Lake Aquatic Center, Country Club Heights Park, D.A.R. Park,
Fieldstone Park, MacGowan Park, Marian Park, Municipal Tennis Courts, O.R.C. (Outlet Recreation Complex),
Pine Tree Park, Public Boat Ramps, Public Accesses, Public Access Docks, City Beach Splash Pad, Tourist Park,
Triangle Park, and the former Main Avenue Water Tower open space area.
Approximately 25 other cities in Iowa have already adopted similar regulations for their communities. The
ordinance also prohibits electronic smoking devices such as: e-cigarettes; e-pens; e-hookah; e-cigars; and vape
pens used to vaporize plant material, liquids, oils, nicotine, or other chemicals that may be inhaled by the user.
The Ordinance does not apply to the use of FDA approved products for the purpose of tobacco cessation.
So, why did Clear Lake adopt the Ordinance? The Ordinance is in fur-

therance of promoting wellness and providing for a safer and cleaner park and
recreation system. It also is to better align the parks and recreation areas with
the school system policies.

Why prohibit electronic smoking devices? For obvious health reasons, but
also to avoid confusion related to enforcement.
What will happen if I choose to violate this Ordinance? While on park and
recreation properties under the jurisdiction of the City, your voluntary cooperation and compliance is very much appreciated. However, if a person willfully
does not comply, or repeatedly violates the Ordinance, the Clear lake Police
Department has the authority to issue a citation.

Violations of the Ordinance are subject to a $50 scheduled fine.

East Main Avenue (20th to 24th St) Street Reconstruction Project
At its regular meeting on February 20, 2017, the City Council, following a Project bid letting in January, awarded the E. Main
Avenue Street Reconstruction Project to Wicks Construction
(Decorah) in the amount of $809,763.14. The Engineer’s opinion
of the probable cost of construction was $859,873.64. There were
a total of four (4) bids received from among the six (6) general
contractors holding Project plans.
The City received grant funding from two separate sources
to off-set costs associated with the Project. The City was awarded
a $70,000 TAP (Transportation Alternative Program) grant from
the Iowa DOT for costs associated with the extension of the bike
lanes from S. 24th St to S. 20th St. Also, the City was awarded
$450,000 in Federal STP funds for the street project.
The project entailed the complete reconstruction of this
segment of Main Avenue. Construction work involved pavement
removals; excavation; water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, subdrain, storm sewer intakes; aggregate base, and new PCC paving,
with curb & gutter. The 43’ wide, 0.25 mile stretch of street will
include two 5’-wide bike lanes; two 12’-wide travel lanes; and on
street parking on one side of the street.
Construction began this summer and will be finished by
November 3, 2017.
The Clear View Newsletter is printed on recyled paper
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When voters go to the polls on
Tuesday, November 7th, they
will elect a Mayor and two (2)
candidates to the City Council.
Two candidates are running
for the At-Large seat currently
held by Gary Hugi and three
candidates are running for the
2nd Ward seat currently held by Tony Nelson.
Incumbent Nelson P. Crabb is seeking re-election to the
position of Mayor and is running unopposed.
At-Large (4-Year Term)

Gary Hugi (Incumbent)
Dana Brant

Ward Two (4-year Term)

Tony Nelson (Incumbent)
Bennett Smith
Ben Smith
Mayor (4-year Term)

Recommended hours for trick-or-treating are from
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31st. Please leave your
porch light on during this time if you are passing out treats.

Nelson P. Crabb (Incumbent)
The terms of office for each position begins on January 1,
2018 and ends on December 31, 2021.
Registered voters may vote at one of two voting centers
located at City Hall (15 N 6th Street) or at the Clear Lake
Church of Christ (2010 14th Avenue N). Polls will be open
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Get Ahead of the Winter Freeze
It’s not too early to begin preparing for the heating season.
Check these 10 items off your list and get ahead of the winter
freeze.

On August 8, 2005 former President George W. Bush signed
the Energy Policy Act of 2005. This Act changed the time and dates
for Daylights Savings Time in the United States, beginning in 2007.
Daylight Savings Time will begin on the second Sunday in March and
end the first Sunday in November. So, before you head off to bed on
November 4th, make sure to turn your clocks back one hour.
The Fire Department reminds us that this is also a good time to
change the batteries in all of your smoke detectors.

Thank You Veterans

• Have furnace inspected and serviced annually.
• Inspect wood for fireplace or wood stove. Check for
		 creosote build-up annually.
• Only burn dry seasoned wood.
• Check fireplace screen or heat-tempered glass for good
		condition.
• Have a metal container to use for cooled ashes.
• Stay at least 3 feet away from the fireplace, wood stove,
		 or other space heaters.
• Use portable space heaters with automatic shut-off.
• Plug space heaters directly into an outlet (not an
			 extension cord).
• Test smoke alarms.
• Test carbon monoxide alarms.

This year, Veterans Day falls on Saturday, November 11th. This national day of remembrance is set aside to honor all those who served honorably
in the military, both in wartime and peacetime.
It is important this Veterans Day to take a moment to say “thank you” to
our living veterans for their service and sacrifice and to acknowledge that
their contributions to our national security have been appreciated.

Aquatic Center memberships make a great
holiday gift!! Discounted memberships are on
sale now for the 2018 season.
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Join in the fun of Christmas by the Lake
The annual Christmas by the Lake event is scheduled for Saturday, December 2nd and
Sunday, December 3rd. This year marks the 23rd Anniversary of one of the largest and most
beloved City festivals. On Saturday, activities include: trolley rides; craft show; crowning of
prince & princess; petting zoo; s’mores for kids; Christmas Karaoke; visit with Santa; strolling
Dickens characters; lighted parade; and fireworks over the lake.
The fun continues on Sunday with the annual Polar Bear Dip and Kids Treasure Hunt.
Other events throughout the weekend include the Festival of Trees and other activities at One
Vision. Be on the lookout for more exciting new ways to celebrate during Christmas by the
Lake. For a complete schedule of events visit www.clearlakeiowa.com.

Help Keep Your Driveway Clear
Snow Ordinance
reminders:
Please remember to:
Drive cautiously and
safely;
Do not park in the street;
Do not push or blow
snow into the street;
Clear your sidewalks
and areas around fire
hydrants of snow/ice;
and
Ensure your mail can
be delivered by clearing
snow and ice from
around your mailbox.

It has happened to all of us at some point. You have shoveled
your driveway and shortly thereafter a City snowplow comes by
and deposits a ridge of snow at the end of your driveway.
Here is a tip you can use to try and mitigate the size of snow
ridge you get at the end of your driveway. As you face the street,
shovel snow from your driveway to the right, which is the same
direction as the snow plow travels.
Alternatively, residents may simply wish to wait until after
the plows have cleared the snow on the street from curb to curb
before attempting to clean their driveway apron. Significantly
more snow will fall from the end of a plow onto a cleared apron
than onto a snow covered apron.
Plan where you are going to pile up the snow, if we are experiencing a heavy snowfall. Don’t block your view from traffic in
the street or pedestrians in the sidewalk with huge piles of snow.

Snow Removal Ordinance is in effect beginning
November 1, 2017 through April 1, 2018.

Inspect Your Mailbox
City snowplow operators pay close attention to avoid mailboxes within the right-of-way.
Mailboxes are rarely hit by plows. Instead, the
mailbox or the mailbox and post are toppled by
the snow rolling off the end of the snowplow.
The Public Works Department is asking
homeowners to inspect and evaluate the condition of their mailbox and its support post prior to the onset of winter weather.
The mailboxes and the posts that support them do require occasional maintenance or even replacement.
Residents should check to assure that mailboxes are firmly attached
to the post and that the post is constructed sturdily enough to withstand the
weight of the snow as it comes off the end of a snowplow. Homeowners
should also check their mailbox to assure it has not begun to lean out into
the street.
Residents are also reminded that they are responsible for clearing their
mailbox area of snow to ensure mail delivery.

Please note that City offices will be closed on
the following days:
Veterans Day - Friday, November 10th
Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 23rd
Day after Thanksgiving - Friday, November 24th
Christmas Day - Monday, December 25th
New Year’s Day - Monday, January 1st
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City of Clear Lake Directory

CITY DIRECTORY

EMERGENCY...............911

Non-Emergency Police................357-2186
Building Inspection......................357-6135
Cemetery.....................................357-6135
City Administrator........................357-5267
City Attorney................................357-2139
City Clerk.....................................357-5267
City Hall.......................................357-5267
Fire Department...........................357-2613
Absolute Waste Removal............357-4517
Mayor...........................................357-5267
Parks & Recreation......................357-7010
Planning & Zoning.......................357-6135
Public Library...............................357-6133
Public Works................................357-6135
Landfill of North Iowa...................357-5452
Clear Lake Sanitary District.........357-2019
Water Department.......................357-3911
City Council Meeting agendas are posted online and
at City Hall. Rebroadcasts of City Council Meetings
are available anytime online on the City’s website
and on CLVision Community Channel 1 on the 1st
and 3rd weeks of the month as follows: Tuesday - 7
p.m.; Wednesday - 6 p.m.; and Saturday - 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

Clear Lake City Council

Mayor
Nelson P. Crabb
357-3839

At-Large
Gary Hugi
641-903-1948

At-Large
Mike Callanan
357-5911

First Ward
Mark Ebeling
641-201-0430

Library Board

(Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month)
Tom Arndorfer
Jana Severtson
Scott Johnson
Bennett Smith
Diane Glynn
Pat Weigel
Tamara Schwichtenberg

Parks & Recreation Board

(Meets 4th Wednesday of each month)
Tim Raber
Linda Hopper

Second Ward
Tony J. Nelson
515-306-1223

Third Ward
Jim Boehnke
357-7144

City Administrator City Clerk/Editor
Jennifer Larsen
Scott Flory
357-5267
357-5267

City Council meetings
are the first and third Mondays
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Additional meetings are scheduled as necessary.
Meetings, except for the Parks & Recreation Board and Library
Board, are normally held at City Hall, 15 North 6th Street, Council
Chamber. For an agenda or to verify exact date and time, please call
City Clerk’s office at (641) 357-5267.

Laurie Calgaard
Amy Hogg

Planning & Zoning Commission
(Meets last Tuesday of each month)
Lori Broghammer
Julie Angle
Al Penfold
Arnold Prohaska
Chyrl Bergvig
Al Duea
Davin McLeod

Board of Adjustment
(Meets as needed)

Gail Robinson
Fred Muth
David Klang

Kirby Schmidt
Bob Swanson

Visit The City Of Clear Lake Website at www.cityofclearlake.com.
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The City of Clear Lake, Iowa publishes The Clear View 6 times a
year. Copyrights are not exercised and there are no restrictions on
the use or reprinting of any material appearing in this newsletter. The
newsletter is produced on behalf of the City of Clear Lake by the
City Administrator and City Clerk, printed by the Clear Lake Mirror
Reporter, and provided to citizens of the City without cost. The
newsletter’s purpose is to disseminate information about the activities
of your City government. No ads or commercial announcements
will be published. The newsletter is printed in the months of
January, March, May, July, September, and November each year.
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