COUNCIL CHAMBERS
August 9, 2011 

CITY HALL
5:30 PM

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman Muth.

Roll Call:
Present:
Sissel, Robinson, Muth, Grandon, Eilders 



Absent:


Motion by Sissel, second by Grandon, to approve the agenda.  All ayes. 

Motion by Sissel, second by Grandon, to approve the minutes of the 8/2/11 meeting.  All ayes.

Muth read the following appeal:  

Zion Lutheran Church, 112 N 4th Street, Clear Lake, IA, requests permission to erect a message board sign, not to exceed 14’ in height.  PERMISSION DENIED:  The Clear Lake Code of Ordinances 165.35, Sign Regulations, Section 9.  CB-1 Zone Regulation.  Maximum height above grade is limited to 5’.  Proposed sign will not comply with the regulations.

Rev. Dean Hess, Zion Lutheran Church, stated the Church was requesting a variance to construct a message board sign, the top of which would be 14’ above grade.  The reasons for selecting this height rather than the 5’ allowed by Ordinance were: (1) to prevent anyone from tampering with or vandalizing the sign, and (2) to make the sign more visible, especially since cars were frequently parked in the street near where the sign is to be erected, and in the winter, snow from the sidewalk is piled in that area.  The sign will be located on the south side of the church, close to, but not overhanging, the sidewalk, and will be illuminated on two sides so that it can be read when traveling on N 4th St..  In response to concerns that light generated by the sign will shine into the Lake Plaza Apartments, Rev. Hess said the Church is sensitive to that fact since a similar type of sign on the front of the CLTel building shines into the church sanctuary at night.  The proposed sign is equipped with a sensor that automatically dims the illuminated portion as the amount of sunlight decreases.

Sissel indicated she is not in favor of having the sign located south of the church building because, in her opinion, it would detract from the aesthetics of that area.  She also felt that the large tree in the church yard would block the view of the sign from the south, and that someone looking for the church would be in front of the building by the time they could see the sign.

Eilders asked if any consideration had been given to placing the sign on the church building itself.  Rev. Hess replied it was felt that a sign on a post would look better than one hanging on the south wall of the building, where it could only be read by traffic traveling north on N 4th St.. 

Muth stated this Board had received a copy of a petition addressed to Rev. Hess and the Zion Lutheran Church, signed by residents of the Lake Plaza Apartments, who are against the erection of the proposed sign.  Rev. Hess stated he had contacted the District Manager of the apartment complex to see if a compromise solution could be worked out with residents in order to gain their approval; however, nothing had been offered.  Muth then opened the floor for comments from citizens in attendance.

May Ann Flaten, Lake Plaza Apartments asked if there would be flood lights at the base of the sign, and was told there would be none located there.  She also asked who would be in charge of monitoring construction of the sign to make sure it would be located and erected according to blueprint specs.  John Marino, City Building/Zoning Official, replied that it would be his responsibility.

Pauline Krukow, Lake Plaza Apartments resident and Resident Manager stated that all persons living in the building are senior citizens and had all signed the petition against the proposed sign.  She stated that if the light interfered with even one of the resident’s sleep at night, it was unacceptable.   Mrs. Krukow noted that the Clear Lake Bank & Trust reader board sign to the west of the complex was in place when the apartments were constructed and residents were aware of it before making any decision to move in.

Robinson then asked if the residents’ main concern was the light emitted from the sign, with those in attendance responding in the affirmative.

Motion by Robinson, second by Sissel, to deny the request from Zion Lutheran Church for a sign height variance.  Ayes:  Robinson, Sissel, Muth, Grandon.  Nays:  Eilders.  Motion carried.

Robinson then asked Marino if the Church would need Board of Adjustment approval for this type of sign if it were placed on the side of the building or constructed as a monument sign not to exceed 5’ above ground.  Marino respond that either of those signs would be permissible under the current Ordinance. 

Muth declared  the meeting adjourned at 5:46 p.m.


___________________________________








Fred Muth, Chairman

ATTEST:

___________________________________

Sharon Springer, Secretary
